
Wire Harness lnstructions 
1972 Super Beetle 

1972 Super Beetle Wiring Harness Kit 
This wiring harness kit fits 12-volt Bug sedan and convertible models. 

lf your Bug has electrical upgrades, such as an alternator, or additional equipment, some modifications will be 
required. 
Basic automotive electronic knowledge is essential for proper installation of this wiring harness. Thoroughly 
read these installation instructions and study the diagrams to familiarize yourself with the basic layout of your 
vehicle's electrical system. 
Document the routing of the old wiring harness and sub-harnesses prior to removal. A digital camera is a 
useful tool for this step. 
lf your car was recently painted, you will need to address certain areas of the body/chassis in order to achieve 
proper electrical continuity. Use a file, sandpaper or emery cloth to remove paint from the mounting loca­
tions of the headlights, taillights, front directional indicator bulb holder, negative battery strap, transmission 
to chassis strap, etc. Use touch-up pa int or nail polish to seal the surrounding areas of the connection to 
prevent corrosion. 
Please note that this kit does not include the wiring for the door buzzer, diagnostic plug or addtional wires 
needed for the Autostick option. 
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lnstallation 
1. Disconnect negative cable from battery. Review the instructions, and identify the various sub-harnesses 
and supplemental wires.

2. Now the fun begins! Disconnect the main harness connections from their respective locations. Note that 
the main harness travels along the heater channel and the dome light harness travels through the roof member 
at the left-hand side of the Bug. With all the wires disconnected behind the dash push the main harness 
through the grom met in the trunk floor towards the interior of the car. Next, remove the rear seat bottom and 
left side rear door panel. Along the left heater channel on the interior of the car lift up the carpet where it meets 
the floor. Along this path you will find 2 clips holding the harness snug to the heater channel. Remove these with 
a screw driver releasing the harness. Disconnect the wires from the voltage regulator. Next open the engine lid 
and remove any insulation material that may be present within the cavity located at the upper left corner of the 
compartment (where main harness exits). The main harness runs under the firewall sound dead­ener so you may 
want to remove the engine to gain better access to remove the sound deadener. Disconnect all the wires from 
the corresponding components. Attach a dragline onto the rear portion of the wiring harness
(fish tape or heavy cord material). Overlap the dragline and main harness for about one foot and use duet tape 
or plastic tape to attach the dragline securely to the main harness. Wrap the tape tightly as to create a streng, 
streamlined bundle. With the dragline securely attached to the old main harness, pull the harness from the rear 
as an assistant helps guide the dragline under the rear seat. .
With the old harness removed slide the not supplied large 50mm grommet, part# 3774, onto the tail end of the 
new main harness and up towards the middle of the loom making sure that the grom met is positioned with the 
open cup facing forward. Attach the rear of the new main harness onto the dragline under the rear seat in the 
same fashion as prior. Coat the new harness liberally with wire lube (glycerine #50915 works well) and pull the 
new harness into place from the rear while an assistant helps guide the harness from under the rear seat. Be sure 
to keep lubricating the new harness as it is being fed while keeping the harness bundle as straight as possible. lf 
the harness becomes stuck, do not force the issue. Reverse the procedure and observe the path of travel and 
remedy any obstacle. With the ha mess pulled into position re-use the 2 clips to attach the new harness to the 
side of the heater channel. Feed the front end of the harness through the underside of dash into the trunk area 
using the new grommet supplied, See diagram on page (5) for proper connections on the main harness.

3. Remove the dome light from the roof, and disconnect the wires. Remove the wires from each dome light 
switch located behind each door jamb, and remove the red wire from the fuse box. Attach a dragline onto the 
wires at the roof opening and carefully feed the dragline though the slot, while and assistant pulls the dome 
light harness from the front.
Attach the dragline onto the new dome light harness and feed through the front, while an assistant gently pulls 
the dragline at the roof opening. Connect harness per diagram on page (7)

4. lnstall new headlight harness, see diagram on page (6). When routing the wires through the supplied 
rubber grommets make sure to use lubricant to ease the wires through. Use the supplied headlight plugs and 
refer to the diagram on page (6) to correctly locate the wires into the plug. Route the hom wire bundle through 
journal in trunk (left side of the trunk, next to brake tubes). lnstall the appropriate push-on connectors to the 
harness. (see page 6)

5. lnstall brake light switch harness . Route the harness through the slot in the body on the drivers side of 

the fuel tank . Place 3 of the supplied 1-1 male connectors onto the headlight harness wires, yellow/black, 
black/red and red and plug these 3 wires into the corrosponding colored wires from the brake light harness.
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This side to license light. 
Brown is ground. 

See page 5

Headlight switch #586 

Speedo 
illumination light 

Brake warning light #61 

Sending unit insuloted tob 

Grnd tob on sending unit 

Miscellaneous Wires 

Ground tob on side 
engine cornportment shell. 

1 il 525 mm 

Left and Right taillight harness 

380 mm 

Instrument light wires 

Grey to T connector IT18)on 
main horness 

Ground on bulb helder 

Broke light bulb 

Turn signol bulb 

Teil light bulb 

Bock-up bulb 
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illumination light 

b��--------5�0�0�m�m.:..------.���=I Generator light wire
in main harness 

Generator warning light in speedo l==�aE�---' 

Fuel Gauge "G" 

530 mm 

Fuel gauge to fuel tank sending unit 
Ground post next to speedo 

425 mm 

lgnition coil to carburetor choke to idle valve 

To heodlight horness, red 
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10 



Miscellaneous Wires, continued 

Emergency flasher 
switch #49a

Flasher #49a 
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� locking tab 
200 mm 

#566 Headlight relay to fuse box (marked in red) 

� Locking tab 

� 
200mm

#56a or "F" Headlight relay to fuse box {marked in red) 

� 
6 00mm 

g@ Headlight switch #30 to fuse box (marked in red) 

680mm � �pllllllllllllll-llllllll-.mllllllCl/i:l!löllllllllm::zmi:a:l==::mi::im::::::iz=-a�69c:::I 

Headlight switch #58 to fuse box {marked in red) 

370 mm �8----------------�
High beam warning light on speedo to fuse box (marked in red) 

Headlight switch #X to connector fuse box {marked in red) 

 

IU�WUUUI 

IU�WUUUJ 

IU�WUUU\ 

IU�WUUU] 

IU�WUUUI 

IU�WUUUI 
Thls edge focing fronl of car 
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Miscellaneous Wires, continued

0:::-:Ç::::, �g tab
600mm 

Headlight switch #56 �--•--,,-•----=.-..-■--.■---■--,,-■=---■=■.-..--.■�-■-■-BE€] Headlight relay
#56 (shown in red)

o=o o=o o=o o=i O=O O=O O=O = =ÎO oQo oOo oQo D = 

600 mm §+s�a1------���----�
#15 fresh air fan switch to fuse box (marked in red)
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450mm 

Ëb---H�3'.la�------------��
#336, fresh air fan switch to fan motor

450mm
+=�------------------� 

#33f, fresh air fan switch to fan motor

920 mm
 

-----------------

To T14 connector on main harness (red wire next to voltage regulator under rear seat) to starter #50

Brake worning light #31

Emergency light
switch #31

Speedo tob on
right side Dosh Ground Wire Horness

Broke worning light #V

Ground to body next to
speedo

Flosher reloy #31
v-_ • .,..ko.....,.-"'f'Wf"""" 

a=o O=O O=O D =o = 
O=O O=O O=O = = 0 O aOa oQo aOa D -

lf you have a headlight relay with a #30 terminal this wire will be needed.
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r::::;t:::o Loc ki ng lab 
� 170mm

High beam reloy #30 to fuse box (marked in red)
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